FACT SHEET 12: HUMAN DIMENSIONS – WATER AND PEOPLE
New Hampshire’s Changing Climate, Land Cover, and Ecosystems
Our waterways provide many benefits to users – from life-sustaining drinking water to
aesthetic and spiritual values. We asked New Hampshire residents about what cultural
benefits (which include recreational, aesthetic, spiritual, and other sometimes intangible
benefits) they appreciate. Specifically, we asked respondents to indicate what they and/or
their family like to do in and around the state’s water bodies. The responses were extensive
and included approximately 30 unique activities, with the most popular being swimming,
boating, fishing, and kayaking.

HOW DO NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS THINK
ABOUT AND USE WATER NOW?
New Hampshire residents value their water and are
willing to take action to protect water.
• A majority of
residents (58%)
indicate that they
know actions on
their property can
have an impact on
overall water in the
community, and
80% understand
that there is
a connection
between clean
water resources
and the economic
stability of their
community
• Most (76%) take care of their own lawn, and a third
spread a chemical weed killer or fertilizer
• Most (83%) would be willing to take action to reduce
storm water pollution, especially if it would help keep
water and sewer bills down

WHAT ARE NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS
CONCERNED ABOUT?
A majority of New Hampshire residents are concerned
with several water resource issues, including flooding,
providing safe drinking water, and levels of pollution
in our water bodies.
• More than half (61-72%) are concerned about the costs
associated with providing drinking water and treating
wastewater
• Most (87-93%) are concerned
about pollution and
cleanliness of drinking water
and lakes, rivers, and streams
• Most (91%) are concerned
with the availability of clean
drinking water in the future

• 70% agree that they would be willing to pay higher water
and sewer fees to improve the cleanliness of the lakes,
rivers, streams, and bays in their community
Other water resource
concerns include
public access for
recreation in streams,
rivers, lakes, and bays;
contaminants, such
as mercury, in locally
caught seafood; and
flooding.
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METHODS
The NH & Piscataqua Region Water and Watersheds Survey was a telephone survey of randomly selected adults in the state
of New Hampshire with an oversample of towns in New Hampshire and Maine that fall within the Great Bay Watershed. The
survey was developed and conducted through a partnership between the Center for the Environment at PSU, the Piscataqua
Region Estuaries Partnership (PREP), and the UNH Survey Center.
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